(Continued from front.)

One thing that we can’t do is drop everything that we are doing (don’t quit your day job on October 20!).  Paul writes to the Thessalonians about this, urging them to “warn those who are idle” (I Thess. 5:14).  We need to continue to be productive in our lives on this earth.  At the same time, we need to live in a manner that demonstrates that we are fully ready for the Return.  Don’t wait until the last minute to get your life in line with God’s plan and will.  “Since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet….Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  (I Thess. 5:8,16)

The summer is upon us, and with it often comes some relaxation and unwinding.  Vacations are planned, church activities are scaled back (no Sunday School and worship is at 10:00), evenings are longer.  I’m looking forward to some change of pace.  At the same time, though, what will we be doing for our spirits?  Will we be living in a way that shows we are ready for Jesus whenever he comes, whether that’s this October or even before then or even well afterwards or even well after we are dead and gone?  Let’s continue to live each day faithfully following Jesus, bearing witness to his presence in this world, until he comes.








In Christ, Harper

A Note from the Editor
Welcome to the Summer Edition of The Beacon.  This issue covers the months of June, July, and August.  Articles and calendar additions for the September issue are due on August 15.  You may  send articles and calendar notifications  to thebeacon@hillcrestupc.org or use the Beacon mailbox in the church office.
This issue also marks the end of my tenure as the newsletter editor.  My husband, Cory has accepted a professorship in central Florida for the fall semester.  We believe this placement is an assignment from God, and we thank our Hillcrest friends for your many prayers during the job search.

I have truly enjoyed compiling each issue and being a part of good communication within our Hillcrest family and in our larger community.  I joyfully thank Sandy Park, De Triponey, and Elsie Maddock for their help with each issue and most of all, for their friendship.  ~Erica Goehring
American Red Cross
 

Why be ordinary?  Be extraordinary!  

Donate blood!
Sunday June 26, 2011

12:30 pm - 4:30 pm

 

Hillcrest Presbyterian Church
1622 James St. 

Monroeville, Pa.

 

Open to the Community. 

Walk - ins welcome. 

Congregational Life's Dinner and a Movie, a Great Fellowship Night

 

Last Friday the Congregational Life Committee hosted "Dinner and a Movie," our first event. We started the night with a fabulous dinner; Hillcrest members are superb cooks!  We ate so much some of us were too full to have popcorn with the movie. We got in our comfy chairs to watch "Evan Almighty" which was a very funny modern day story of "Noah." If you have never see this, it was a great movie with an inspirational message for all ages. Everyone in attendance would recommend it! The Congregational Life committee worked very hard to make this night a success. 

                                                             We thank everyone who came. It was a very fun evening! 

Summer Service Time Change

Mark your calendar or update your iPhone ---  we will be going to the 10:00 am summer service time beginning June 5, 2011.

We will resume the 11:00 am service time on Rally Day, September 11, 2011.

Borrowing Church Property
Please be sure to contact the Executive Committee when you want to request the use of church property for your event. With the busy season of summer festivities quickly approaching, many times folks want to borrow property, and we need to be sure tables, chairs, etc. are available for scheduled events. Contact the Executive Committee (Shirley Krause, Rowene Romestan, Chuck Chadwick) far enough in advance so that we can schedule and accommodate as many requests as possible. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.
Hillcrest Travelers

Watch for upcoming trips! We have a 1 day trip in the works for the Summer!  Coming soon:  Holiday Ocean City trip, December 1,2, and 3!!! Check the bulletin and flyers for details.
Save a Life

How often do you really have a chance to save a life?  On Sunday, June 26th you have that opportunity to truly save a life by donating one pint of blood at the American Red Cross Blood Drive in Fellowship Hall from 12:30 pm.-4:30 pm.  So come to church, eat some lunch, then return to roll up your sleeve for about half and hour to save a life.  Although walk-ins are always welcome, we prefer if you call Shirley Krause to make an appointment 412-824-0459.

Pentecost

This year’s Pentecost Offering is devoted to Children At-Risk.  Although 60% of this offering will be sent to the Presbyterian Aid for children around the world, 40% will remain at Hillcrest to help our own youth in mission and evangelical growth opportunities.  As one of only four annual collections sponsored by presbytery, we hope that these donations can serve to bring our own children as well as children around the world closer to God.  

Ronald McDonald House Collection
 

Every year at VBS a special collection of items is taken to help out a local charity.  In the past, for example, we have collected cake mixes, icings, and party goods for Birthday Boxes for the Crossroads Food Pantry, dog and cat foods for the Animal Rescue League, and band-aids and children's Tylenol for the East Liberty Health Care Center.  This year during VBS and a few weeks thereafter, we are requesting donations of children's toothbrushes, toothpaste, and children's toiletries, such as shampoo and soaps,  for the local Ronald McDonald House, a home that houses families of children who are in the hospital. Personnel at the Ronald McDonald House have said that they have a great need for these items for children.  So while the children who attend VBS will be asked to contribute these items, the Christian Education Committee is also inviting the congregation to be a part of this worthy mission.  Health is never to be taken for granted, and being of assistance to those whose family members are struggling with health issues constitutes being a blessing to others, responding to the command of Jesus Christ.  Please be generous and leave your toothbrushes, toothpastes, and toiletries for children in the marked boxes in the hallway beginning June 19.  Thank you so much.

SAVE THE DATE!!!!  JULY 17,2011

The Congregational Life Committee will host an OLD FASHIONED CHURCH PICNIC

                                                           

DATE:      Sunday   July 17th

                                                           

TIME:     12 NOON

                                                          

PLACE:    Pioneer Park -- Monroeville  (Handicap accessible)

                                                         

Directions will be with the sign up sheet

                                                           

Lots of Fun, Food, and Fellowship

                                                           

Sign up sheet outside the office.  This picnic will have something for every one, no matter what your age!  Plan on joining us for this fun Summer Celebration.  Watch the bulletin for updates!

Dr. Lantz’s Class
 

What could be better this summer than a relaxing lunch in Denny's Restaurant's  private back room with good food, devotions, and discussion?  The members of Dr. Lantz's Class invite everyone and anyone to join them on the third Fridays of June, July, and August for an enjoyable hour and a half together.  Active at the Grant Street Church and Hillcrest since the 1940's, the Class is a powerful supporter of mission with a monthly gift to the Christian Children's Fund and donations to many and various other charities.  If you are looking for a place to grow in devotion and service to Jesus Christ as an outgrowth of your weekly worship, Dr. Lantz's Class can facilitate that growth.  Come to Denny's on June 17, July 15, and August 19 at noon.

Sunday School News
 

The Sunday School children participated in the 11:00 Worship Service on Sunday, May 15.  The children sang three songs beautifully:  "The Ten Commandments Song," "This Is My Commandment," and "Love the Lord Your God."  Erin Polnar and Alex Weimer served as liturgists and did a fine job.  Lindsey Robertson made a sweet  DVD of the boys and girls commenting on the Ten Commandments.  Each participant received a necklace with ten charms, one for each of the commandments.  We hope the students keep these necklaces visible as a reminder of God's guidance on living their lives.  There was a display in the hallway of the children's art featuring the Ten Commandments.  After the service, the Congregational Life Committee provided Ten Commandments cookies and punch for all, and the Christian Education thanks them for the lovely reception.  Sunday School will resume on Rally Day, September 11.   The knowledge of Scripture and Bible stories and the fellowship of Christian children interacting are  important aspects  of a child's spiritual growth.  Please make Sunday School a PRIORITY for your children.

 

Summer Meet ‘n Greets
 

The Christian Education Committee is again sponsoring several Meet 'N Greets during the summer.  On Sunday, June 12,  Pentecost Sunday, there will be Danish, juice, and coffee in the parlor beginning at 9:00 AM.  On June 26, there will a Meet "N Greet after church in the parlor at approximately 11 AM.  On August 7, there will be a Breakfast Meet 'N Greet in the parlor.  Stop by and enjoy some fellowship with your Hillcrest Family!  

 

Summer Fun Days
 

It's a Hillcrest tradition to have Fun in the Sun during the summer, and the Christian Education Committee has planned some fun outings for Summer 2011.  All the details will be in the Summer Fun Packets that will be available in early June at Beacon Place.  Mark your calendars now for June 14, a day at Idlewild Park, July 14, a morning at the Crafty Shack in Harrison City (greatly enjoyed last year) with a stop at Dairy Queen for lunch, July 26, some bowling at Lokay Lanes, and August 4, a trip to the Johnny Appleseed Children's Theatre in Delmont to see "Let Your Hair Down."  Times and costs will be in the summer packet, so be sure to get yours.  There will be sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the hallway.  Please be sure to sign the appropriate sheets for the days you will attend.  Parents and children may attend together, but children are also welcome to participate solo.  Permission slips must be completed to attend without parents.  We look forward to some fun sunny summer days.

  

Vacation Bible School
 

It's almost here -- VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!!  What an awesome week it will be----June 20 - 24 from 9:30 AM until noon!  This year's theme is Kickin' It Old School, and the children from age three through fifth grade will learn basic Bible truths about our one and only God.  He's the Creator, the King, our Savior, the Truth, and the Rock.  All of these attributes of God will be presented in exciting ways, beginning with the Opening in the Sanctuary and continuing throughout the morning in Bible lesson, recreation and snack, and crafts.  Registration forms are available now at Beacon Place.  There is also a registration form in this edition of the Beacon.  Please turn your forms into the office.  VBS is a wonderful opportunity for children of Hillcrest and the community to come together and learn about God and Jesus.  And, as always, the Christian Education Committee would love to have you help out!!  Please contact Alice Robertson and tell her where you would like to serve.

 

Call for Help!
 

There are some areas of Vacation Bible School where you can serve on a day-to-day basis.  There are signs on the hallway bulletin board for help in the Nursery and the Kitchen that are especially in need of helping hands.  If you would be available to help on just one day in either of these areas, please sign the sheet.    De Triponey is heading up the Kitchen Crew but needs some helpers to get all those snacks on the tables, and Erica Goehring will need some fellow caregivers in the nursery watching the children of helpers who are too young to attend VBS.  So---if you feel that nudge from God, act on it...and sign the sheet.  Thanks from your Christian Education Committee. 

Food Bank Volunteers Still Needed for Summer Months

If you are interested in donating one morning a week to either Pitcairn or Crossroads Food Pantry, call Betty Howard (412-373-0052) for Pitcairn or Crossroads at 412-372-2226.  Both need additional volunteers for the summer months.

Thank you, Hillcrest.

I want to thank my Hillcrest Family and friends for the prayers and get well wishes I received during my stay in the hospital and in rehab.  It was all such a comfort and blessing for me.

Also, I want to thank the Hillcrest kids for the lovely jeweled cross set to me for Easter.  I’ll save it for my Christmas tree.  Good job, kids!

 

Blessings, Jean Chambers

 

Thank you to all of the Hillcrest family for their support, prayers, cards, and contributions in memory of my mother, Dorothy Minteer.  

~Emily (Leff) Cunningham

A great big thank you to the Carpenters Sons for all the work they did on my steps and deck.   They are great guys.  Thank you, Elsie Maddock

Thanks from Pittsburgh Kojo Church

Recently Hillcrest received a letter of thanks from the Pittsburgh Kojo Church for our donation of $3195.00 for Japan Earthquake and Tsunami relief fund.  Their church collected $11,490.78 total and added another $10,000 to send $21,490.78 to their home church of Yonezawa Kojo Church in Japan.   One part of the letter reads, “since so many people have needed to evacuate the area, many people are still living in the Yonezawa City Gymnasium and Culture Center.  They came here with nothing but the clothes they were wearing at the time. They will likely be here for a while, so we are providing them with clothes, underwear, rice and other needed items.” If you would like to read the letter and see the photos of our contributions at work, please stop in the church office.   The letter is on the bulletin board.  Our thanks to all who donated so generously to help bring relief for so many people in need.


Communion Date for 2011





May 8


June 12  Pentecost


July 10


August 7


September 11


Oct 2  World Wide Communion


Nov. 20 Christ the King Sunday


Dec. 24  Christmas Eve.
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